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FUNERAL -- PAUL TAMAS - June 24, 1994 
IN NOMINE JESU 


REVELATION 1: 17, 18 WHEN I SAW HIM, I FELL AT HI S FEET AS THOUG~ 
DEAD. BUT HE PLACED HIS RIGHT HAND ON ME, 


SAY ING, 11 DO NOT BE AFRAID ; I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST AND THE 
LI VING ONE. I WAS DEAD , AND SEE, I AM ALIVE FOREVER AND EVER; 
AND I HAVE THE KEYS OF DEATH AND OF HADES!" 


· Several t imes I found myself st anuing at Paul 's bedside -- just 
standing there an STRUGGLI NG wit h my own THOUGHTS and PRAYERS and 
MEDITATIONS -- WATCHING HIM with t he CRY IN MY HEART: 0 GOD , HE 
IS STILL SUCH A YOUNG MAN -- TE STROKE HAS BEEN SO MASS IVE -- SO 


· CRIPPLING! What do I pray for? 11 IF FOR THIS LIFE ONLY WE HAVE 
HOPED IN CHRIST , WE ARE OF ALL PEOPLE MOST TO BE PITIED !11 0 GOD, 
EHLP US, HELP US ALL TO HOLD ON TO YOUR PROMI SEff -- YOUR PROMISE 
that 11 THIS PERISHABLE BODY MUST PUT ON IMPERISHABILITY, AND THIS 
MORTAL BODY MUST PUT ON IMMORTALITY . 11 


Last Monday I again stood by hi s bed. I reached down and I 
grabbed hi s hand, and I said, 11 PAUL , THIS IS PASTOR THRUN FROM 
HOLY CROSS. I HAVE COME TO PRAY WITH YOU. 11 I cont inued to hold 
hi s HAND and I began pray ing t he first part of PSALM 46, the 
PSALM where Martin Luther got hi s inspiritation for 11 A MIGHTY 


1 FORTRESS IS OUR GOD , A TRUSTY SHIELD AND WEAPON!" We prayed, 
11 0 LORD JESUS CHRIST, YOU ARE OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH, ALWAYS A 
VERY PRESENT HELP IN TIME OF TROUBLE. THEREFORE WE WILL NOT 
FEAR, THOUGH THE EARTH BE REMOVED AND THE MOUNTAINS BE CARRIED 
INTO THE MIDST OF THE SEA. FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING YOU 


. ARE GOD! COME TO ME NOW IN THE MIDST OF MY SUFFERING AND PAIN! 
LORD, YOU KNOW WHAT IT IS TO SUFFER! GIVE ME THE ASSURANCE OF 
YOUR NEVER-FAILING PRESENCE ~ - THE PROMISE THAT EVERYTHING 
REALLY DOES HAVE TO WORK TOGETHER FOR MY GOOD BECAUSE I AM YOUR 
CHILD . LORD JESUS, HOLD ME SAFE AND SECURE IN YOUR EVERLASTING 
ARMS! INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMEND MYSELF , MY BODY AND SOUL AND 
ALL THINGS. LET YOU HOLY ANGELS WATCH OVER ME THAT THE WICKED 
ONE HAVE NO POWER OVER ME. 11 


••• • • Paul' s eyes moved in recog-
ni t ion of my presence ! 
Saundy, Holly, Kevin, Kathy, Irene (I 'm sure you ta lked about 
th is and prayed about thi s long before you came into my off ice 
last Wednesday. As hard as it i s to LET GO, I want you t o know 
how much I personally COMMEND you for your UNSELFISH ATTITUDE. 
You t old me about YOUR PRAYERS t hat GOO WOULD GIVE HIM RELEASE 
and TAKE HIM fl)ME so t hat he would not have to go to a NU RSING 
HOME. Thi s, after all , is our CHRISTIAN FA ITH! We have here 


NO CONTINUING CITY , BUT WE SEEK ONE THAT IS TO COME, WHOSE 
BUILDER AND MAKER IS GOD. 11 And thi s is what ST. JOHN , THE SEER, 
i s ta lking about in t he Book of Reve lat ion. It i s not hard for 
me -ru VISUALI ZE t hat Jt;ELS carry ing PAUL Home whPrP P;i 11l c::oo c-







JESUS FACE-TO- FACE . And I can visualize Paul falling at Hi s 
f eet and Jesus 11 PUTTING HIS RIGHT HANO ON HIM, SAYING, 1 HI! I 
AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST AND THE LIVING ONE. I AM JESUS, YOUR 
SAVIOR! I WAS DEAD TOO, AND SEE, I AM ALIVE FOREVER ANO EVER; 
AND I HAVE THE KEYS OF DEATH ANO HAOES! 11 


• ••• •• 
11 COME, YOU BLESSED 


OF MY FATHER , INHERIT THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM BEFORE 
THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORL0. 11 


• •• •••• And off they go -- hand-in­
hand, arm-in-arm . 
Int o the OARKNE~S UF uEATH comes now the NEW DAWN of LIFE AND 
RESURRECTION: 11 BECAUSE I LIVE, YOU SHALL LI VE ALSO! 11 SIN HAS 
LOST ITS STING! THE GRAVE HAS LOST ITS POWER! 11 CHRST HAS 
ABOLI SHED DEATH ANO HAS BROUGHT LIFE ANO IMMORTALITY TO LIGHT 
TH ROUGH THE GOSPEL!" - "EYE HAS NOT SEEN NOR EAR HEARD THE 
THINGS THAT GOO HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM!" •. •.•. •••.. 
GOD ALWAYS REACHING OUT TO US! - - GOD ALWAYS GIVING -- CREATING 
OUT OF NOTHING -- FILLING OUR EMPTINESS - - BRINGING LIFE our OF 
DEATH! 0 DO NOT BE AFRAID! I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST AND THE 
LIVING ONE . I WAS DEAu , MND SEE, I AM ALIVE FOREVERMORE ; AND I '· 
HAVE THE KEYS OF DEATH ANO HADES!. 11 


So our prayers continue to Him who SITS ON THE THRONE -- t o HIM 
WH.Q LOVES US WITH AND EVERLASTING LOVE! " Out of t he Depths we 
cry out to Him: 11 0 LORD, HOLD EACH OF US SAFE AND SECURE IN YOUR 
EVERLASTING ARMS! BRING US HOME --TO THAT HOLY CITY - WHERE WITH 
Pf/UL ANO THE ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS AND Al:.L THE REST OF THE 
COMPANY OF HEAVEN WE WILL JOIN THEIR ETERNAL ALLELUIAS TO THE 
PRAI SE OF YOUR GLORI OUS NAME. 








Funeral •• Ethel Theobald 
Psalm 16: 11: Lord, You have made known to me the Path of Life; 
You will fill me with Joy in Your Presence, with eternal pleasures at 
Your Right Hand. 41"~ c. r/ (.I 
IT HAS BEEN MANY YEARS SltK MARY ANN WENT TO SEE ROY 
THEOBALD & TAKE CARE OF HIM IN HIS BED OR WHEEL CHAIR. 
SHE ALWAYS SAID THAT ETHEL WAS SUCH A WONDERFUL WIFE 
& CARETAKER. MARY ANN nlE TO VISIT RltY & ETHEL ON DAY, & 
THIS w~s BEFORE I BECAME ASSOCIATE PASTOR AT HOLY 
CROSSjWE TALKED ABOUT OUR PAST LIVES IN CHICAGO. ON 
JULY 7 OF THIS YEAR MARY ANN & I VISITED ETHEL & SHE 
RECEIVED THE BLESSED SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION. 
WE PRAYED THE 23 PSALM: 4 E LORD :llS MY SHEPHERD, I 
SR [L OT WANT ..... ¥EA, liHOUGH I WALK THROUGH TiHE 
VAttEY Of THE SHADOW OF DEA TH, I Witt F.EAR NO 
EVIL. ... SU El:Y GOODNESS & MERCY WILL.: FOLLOW ME All JHE 
DAYS OF MY LI E, & I WI[ DWE[L IN THE HOUSE OF THE l.ORD 


OREVER. WHENEVER I VISITED ETHEL, SHE ALWAYS SMILED & 
SHE WOULD SAY, YOU & MARY ANN ARE ALWAYS IN MY 
PRAYERS. ETHEL HAD NO DOUBT THAT THE LORD WAS 
ALWAYS WITH HER, THAT HE WOULD NEVER LEAVE HER OR 
FORSAKE HER. SHE LOOKED FORWARD TO THE DAY WHEN 
SHE WOULD SEE JESUS fACE-TO-FACE & THE WORDS OF KING 
DAVID WOULD COME =TRUE FOR HER: (we prayed the King James 
Version: ORD, I YOUR PRESENCE THE IS FULL ESS F JOY; 
I YOUR IGHT HAND, tHER- ARE PLE. SURES FOREVERMORE. 


WHEN I VISITED HER AFTER HER HEART ATTACK, WE TAt;KED 
AGAIN ABOUT THE ETERNAL PLEASURES THAT ARE THERE AT 
GOD'S RIGHT HAND ..... CAN ANY OF US HUMAN MORTALS EVEN 
BEGIN TO COMPREHEND THE J 0 Y THAT IS ALWAYS GOING ON 
IN GOD'S PRESENCE? JESUS SAID AGAIN & AGAIN TO HIS 
DISCIPLES: DO NOT BE A Ill ... I f THER'S HOUSE ARE 
MANY ROOMS I I AM GOING TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU .... & 
I WJ[ COME AGAIN AKE YOU=-TO MYSELF HAT WHERE I AM, 
THERE YOU MAY BE ALSO! 


-"~=~~~ 







THERE CAME A TIME WHEN JOHN, THE DISCIPLE WHOM JESUS 
LOVED, FELL AT JESUS FEET AS THOUGH HE WERE DEAD & HE 
HEARS JESUS SAY, 0 OT - RAID! f JHE IR T & THE 


M He ONE; 4 WAS D AD, & BEHOL0 I AM ltVE 
F0 & EVER! D 1 OLD THE KEYS OF EA.TH & HAOES I 


0 IS OUR REFUGE & STREN -TLt, t A¥ ERY PRCSF T 
H LP I M~ f TR L •• EVEN THE TROUBLE OF HAVING A 
SUDDEN HEART ATTACK. THE WORDS OF OUR LORD KEEP 
RINGING OUT ACROSS THIS DARK & DYING WORLD: C E I 


·, ¥ ' _c t;;IVE Su. THIS IS NOT ONLY THE 
ASSURANCE THAT ALL OF ETHEL'S SINS & ALL OF OUR SINS 
ARE FORGIVEN, BUT THAT HE WHO FORGAVE THEM BY ~ I 
BITTE~ DEA H NOW LIVES ETERNALLY & WE SHALL LIVE 
WITH HIM. THE WORDS OF KING DAVID COME TRUE AGAIN, 


ORD, (OUR p - v I E s Fl) f Ofi ; T 
0 ,,.. T AND, THE E ~ LC SURES FOREVERMORE. I 


THINK BACK TO JESUS' LIFE & MINISTRY & I CANNOT EVEN 
BEGIN TO IMAGINE WHAT J MUST -t HAVE FILLED THE 
HEARTS OF JESUS' DISCIPLES WHEN HE APPEARED TO THEM 
AS THEY WERE HIDING IN THAT UPPER ROOM AFTER HIS 
RESURRECTION & JESUS SAID. HJ\ •• R E ITH 
~OU. CAN YOU NOW IMAGE ETHEL SEE JESUS FACE-TO-FACE 
WITH ALL THE COUNTLESS ANGELS & ARCHANGELS & THE 
REST OF THE COMPANY OF HEAVEN? CAN YOU IMAGINE ETHEL 
SEEING ROY & ROY RUNNING UP TO HER & THROWING HIS 
ARMS AROUND HER & GIVING HER A BIG HUG? CAN YOU 
IMAGINE THE v THEY ARE SHARING? EVERY TIME WE COME 
TO THE COMMUNION TABLE, WE HAVE A FORET le 0 a E 
FEAST 0 COME! I ifHE ' EAVE & 0 EARfH UT 
0 r 1 ION KE. AGAIN, WHAT A JOY IT IS TO BE IN 
THE REDEEMING PRESENCE OF OUR GOD! 








FUNERAL •• LUELLA TORRE •• April 16, 2001 
St. John 3: 16,17: For God so oveo the world that He gave His one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to SAVE the world through Him. 
FRANK & BEVERLY: IT COULD NOT HAVE BEEN EASY SPENDING DAY 
AFTER DAY AFTER DAY WITH YOUR DEAR WIFE & LOVED ONE, Et , 
AS SHE LAY THERE AT U'. 'S I I CANNOT EVEN BEGIN TO 
IMAGINE THE HEARTACHE YOU MUST HAVE BEEN FEELING .... WHEN MY 
WIFE, MARY ANN, & I CAME TO SEE YOU, WE ALL GATHERED 
TOGETHER QUIETLY IN LUELLA'S ROOM I WE HELD HANDS I & WE 
PRAYED THE OLD PARTING PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: S 


, t;O EA E HE._ :TO EVER u JFE! P liHE 
OOOR FOR L1JELLA! GOD JHE FATHER, YOU CR TED liERI GOD THE 
SON, BY :YOU HOlY & PRECIOUS StOOD, YOU liAVE EDEE ED HER! 
GO THE HO!:¥ SPIRIT, liHROUGH B~JISM, YQU H NE SA CTIFIED 
HER BOD¥ TO BE -YOUR TE PtEI BRI G ER= HO E SAFE 10 
PARADISE! ANGELS CARRY HER HOME AND GRANT HER WITH 
lrAZA US ETER l REST I !HE-:BOSO BRA I THE DAYS 
CONTINUED TO GO BY. THEN FINALLY IT HAPPENED. THE LAST 
VERSES OF PSALM 23 WERE FULFILLED: S "'Y 
S ... FOLL "" E AYS OF Y JFE; & J IL[ 0 EL:L IN HE 
H OF THE LO ~OREVER! CAN YOU SEE THE ANGELS 
CARRYING LUELLA TOWARD t E~ S OF THE LO ? IN ALL OF 
GOD'S CREATION THIS HAS BEEN A SPECIAL TIME! THE ANGELS & 
ARCHANGELS & THE MYRIAD OF THE REDEEMED •• THEY ARE ALL 
CELEBRATING THE 'E ARY OF JES S' RESURRECTIO ! THE 
HYMNS & THE SONGS & THE ALLELUIAS ARE REVERBERATING 
THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE UNIVERSE. E OT SEEN, NO R 
H D; NEITHER MASJENTER u I HE HEART OF ~E THI GS 
Tl-fAT GOD HAS PREPARED FORTFIOSE WHO LOVE HIM. WHAT WE CAN 







IMAGINE & DREAM ABOUT IS SJ OHN'S V~SION OF OL Y. CITY, THE 
E JERUSALEM, GOMIN DO N OUT 0 HEAVEN F.ROM GGD, 


PREPARED AS A BRIDE BEAUTIFUt LY DRESSED F-OR HER HUSBAND. 
CAN YOU SEE GOD THE FATHER, WITH HIS ARM AROUND HIS SON, 
COMING UP TO lUELLA & WlEING EVERY TEAR FROM HER EYES & 
ASSURING HER: THERE WILL BE NO MORE DEATH OR MOURNING OR 
CRYING OR PAI , FOR THE Ol.D ORDER OF THINGS HAS PASSED 
AWAY .... THAT'S WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT FOR US TO PERSONALIZE & 
IDENTIFY WITH OUR TEXT FROM GOD SO LOVED THIS CLOD OF 


Y, CALLE CARL, b JE LA, RANK, BEVERt:Y I PUT YOUR OWN 
NAME HERE I THAT BECAUSE I BEUEVE IN HIM, I WILL NOT PERISH BUT 
H V ETERNAL LIFE. EASTER REAFFIRMS THAT OD DID OT SEND 
HIS SON INTO THE WQRLD TO CONDEMN YOU OR ME BUT TO SAVE 
US ..... :fODAY AS YOU ARE LEAVING THIS CHURCH, PLEASE LOOK UP & 
HIGH ON THAT BACK WALL THERE IS A BANNERWHERE·YOU Will: SEE 
A UTTF LY LYING FREE. THIS IS ONE OF THE EARLIEST SYMBOLS 
OF THE RESURRECTION REALITY! ..... HAVE YOU EVER REALLY LOOKED 
AT THOSE II. L, IC , HAI Y, WO Pt'f. IKE CATERPILLARS. THEY 
EVENTUALLY SECRETE THIS STICKY JUICE WHICH HARDENS INTO A 
CASKET. THEY MAKE THEIR OWN CASKETS, & THEN THEY DIE .... THEN 
OVER TIME THE COCOON CASKET STARTS TO MOVE •• & EVENTUALLY 
IT SPLITS OPEN ••• & THERE COMES FORTH THIS G OUS 
BUTJERFL Y. IF YOU LOOK AT A BUTTERFLY UNDER A MICROSCOPE, 
YOU WILL SEE THAT IS BEAUTIFUL BEYOND DESCRIPTION ..... CAN YOU 
SEE l.UELLA NOW I FREE AS A BUTTERFLY I CAN YOU SEE HER 
GLADNESS & JOY & ABSOLUTE EXHILARATION ... I CAN SEE JESUS 
REACHING OUT TO HER WITH HIS NAIL-PIERCED HANDS TO EMBRACE 
HER & HUG HER. SHE LOOKS AROUND HER AT THE COUNTLESS 
NUMBER OF THE REDEEMED & THEY ARE ALL SING AT TO TOP- OF 
THEIR VOICES: SALVATION BELONGS TO OUR GOD & TO THE LAMB. 
THAT IS OUR FAITH IN GOD'S PROMISE! 








RICHARD TRAHEY .. Funeral, November 12, 1999 
Revelation 21: 1-4: THEN I SAW A NEW HEAVEN & A NEW EARTH, FOR THE FIRST 
HEAVEN & THE FIRST EARTH HAD PASSED AWAY, & THERE WAS NO LONGER ANY 
SEA. I SAW THE HOLY CITY, THE NEW JERUSALEM, COMING DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN 
FROM GOD, PREPARED AS A BRIDE BEAUTIFULLY DRESSED FOR HER HUSBAND. 
AND I HEARD A LOUD VOICE FROM THE THRONE SAYING, "NOW THE DWELLING OF 
GOD IS WITH MEN, & HE WILL LIVE WITH THEM. THEY WILL BE HIS PEOPLE, & GOD 
HIMSELF WILL BE WITH THEM & BE THEIR GOD. HE WILL WIPE EVERY TEAR FROM 
THEIR EYES. THERE WILL BE NO MORE DEATH OR MOURNING OR CRYING OR PAIN, 
FOR THE OLD ORDER OF THINGS HAS PASSED AWAY. 
A WEEK AGO TODAY RICHARD AND YOU, LOUISE, CAME TO THE RUMMAGE SALE & 
YOU BOTH CAME INTO THE OFFICES LOOKING FOR ME. I WAS NOT AROUND & YOU 
TOLD SOMEONE TO WRITE ME A NOTE: TELL PASTOR CARL WE WERE LOOKING FOR 
HI . I GOT THE MESSAGE ON MONDAY & IT WAS THEN THAT I LEARNED RICHARD 
HAD DIED & GONE HOME TO BE REUNITED WITH OUR LORD. DURING THE PAST 
SEVERAL YEARS HE HAD MUCH SUFFERING & PAIN·· IN & OUT OF THE HOSPITAL. 
YET THE THING I REMEMBER MOST IS RICHARD'S POSITIVE ATTITUDE. HIS FAITH WAS 
AN EXAMPLE FOR ALL OF US. HE KEPT LOOKING FORWARD TO THE PROMISE OF 


L E. HE LOVED PARTAKING OF THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
AND PRAYING THE DOXOLOGY OF THE LORD'S P-RAYER •• T I 1 T E Kl GOO 


ND THE POWER A 0 THE GLORY FOREVER & EVERI HE LOVED SHARING HIS TIME & 
TALENTS BOTH AT SA SOTA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AND THE ULF COAST 
voe TIONAL SCHOOL. RICHARD HAD A \ ~1 N AND A ; [A OF ALL THE 
POSSIBILITIES THAT LAY BEFORE HIM. I CAN VISUALIZE HIM IN THIS EW HEAVEN 
A , EW EAR H WHERE IN PEACE AND SAFETY EVEN THE LIO LIES DOWN WITY 
i.HE LAMB ••• I CAN SEE RICHARD PLAYING WITH THE ONKEYS. I REMEMBER HOW I 
AS A YOUNG CHILD WOULD LOVE TO GO TO THE ZOO IN ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN, & 
SOMETIMES SPEND HOURS WATCHING THE 0 KEYS PLAY & CLIMB & DO WHAT I 
THOUGHT WERE HILARIOUS THINGS.;;;;; CAN YOU SEE RICHARD WALKING THROUGH 
THE GATES OF RADISE REG INED, SEEING & HEARING WHAT WE COULD NEVER 
EVEN IMAGINE ••• WHAT IN HUMAN TERMS E 'E HAS OT SEEN, NO ~- R HEARD & j 
NEITHE HAS ENTERED INTO TH HE T OF N THE THINGS THAT GOD HAS 
PREPA E OR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM! A MAN TELLS ABOUT HIS ER DEATH 
EXPERIENCE. HE SAID HE CAME TO THE OUTSIDE OF HEAVEN & LOOKED UP A 
GRASSY SLOPE TO THE GREAT PEARL DOOR. HE NOTICED THAT EVERY SINGLE 







Printed: Thursday, November 11, 1999 


LADE OF GRASS HAD A DIFFERENT COLOR. IT Ali. HARMONIZED INCREDIBLY ••• 
MAGNIFICENT BEYOND DESCRIPTION ••• & HE HAD NO-li EVEN GOTTEN INSIDE THE . 
CITY ITSELF. THE CITY WALL WAS MADE OF TRANSPARENT & TRANSLUCENT GOLD. 
CAN YOU EVEN IMAGINE ALL THE GREAT SPIRES & STEEPLES •• A CITY SO GRAND & 
GLORIOUS THAT IT WILL TAKE OUR BREATH AWAY ••• MAGNIFICENT BEYOND 
DESCRIPTION ·•• TRANSPARENT GOLD & DIAMONDS & EMERALDS & PEARLS & 
JEWELS OF EVERY KIND & DESCRIPTION. CAN YOU EVEN BEGIN TO VISUALIZE & 
HEAR THE WONDROUS MUSIC COMING FROM THE MYRIADS OF ANGELS & 
ARCHANGELS &ALL THE REST TO THE COMPANY OF HEAVEN WITH THE COUNTLESS 
NUMBERS OF THE REDEEMED FROM TRIBE & NATION & PEOPLE & TONGUE ··THEY 
ALL HAVE THEIR ARMS WIDE OPEN TO EMBRACE RICHARD & GIVE HIM A HUGI WITH 
TEARS OF JOY, RICHARD KNEELS DOWN TO OSTEN TO THE HEAVENLY CHORUS: 
WORTHY IS THE LAMB WHO WAS SLAIN TO RECEIVE POWER & WEAL TH & WISDOM & 
STRENGTH & HONOR & GL:ORY & PRAISE .... TO HIM WHO SITS ON THE THRONE & TO 
THE [AMB BE PRAISE & HONOR & GLORY & POWER FOREVER & EVER! CAN YOU SEE 
JESWS GETTING OFE= HIS THRONE & COMING OVER TO RICHARD, REACHING OUT HIS 
NAIL PIERCED HANDS ••• GIVING HIM A HUG & WHISPERING IN HIS EAR: WELCOME 
HOME, RICHARD! WELCOME HOME! CAN YOU VISUALIZE WHAT THE PSALMIST OF 
OLP WAS PROMISING: IN YOUR PRESENCE, LORD, THERE IS FULLNESS OF JOY & AT 
YOUR RIGHT HAND THERE ARE PLEASURES FOREVERMORE. DA vro WAS RIGHT! IT 
IS OP TO US NOW TO KEEP THE FAITH: SURELY GOODNESS & MERCY SHALL FOLLOW 
ME All THE DAYS OF MY LIFE & I WILL DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD FOREVER! 


GREAT PEARL DOORRichard Trahey funeral.wps 








Funeral •• LAURA TRASK ••• Oct. 16, 1999 


THE SAINTS IN HEAVEN & THOSE ON EARTH BUT ONE COMMUNION MAKEi CAN 
YOU IMAGINE LAURA & OWEN LOOKING DOWN ON ALL OF US WHO HAVE 
GATHERED HERE TODAY? WITH YOUR MIND'S EYE, CAN YOU SEE THEIR GREAT 
& GLISTENING SMILES? AND I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT IF WE COULD HEAR THEM 
SPEAKING, THEY WOULD BE REPEATING WHAT THE APOSTLE PAUt. SAID LONG 
AGO: THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS PRESENT TIME DO NOT EVEN HOLD A CANDLE 
ID THE GLORY THAT WILL BE REVEALED TO US! KEEP THE VISION! HOLD ON 
TO YOUR FAITH! IF WITH ALL OF ITS TROUBLES & TRIBULATIONS IS LEJS 
THAN A SPtlJ SECOND COMPARED TO ALL OF THE WONDERS & U-ARVELS & 
JOYS THAT AWAIJ YOU IN ETERNITY ..... I ALWAYS WONDERED ABOUT HOW 
LAURA WAS ABLE TO KEEP HER HAPPY FACE & UPBEAT DISPOSITION IN SPITE 
OF HER GREAT SUFFERINGS & HARDSHIPS AS A RESULT OF HER STROKE ..... A 
COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO I VISITED HER IN DOCTORS HOSPITAL. SHE 
CELEBRATED THE bORD'S SUPPER. I NEVER HAD TO ENCOURAGE EITHER 
LAURA OR OWEN TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION. THERE WERE ALWAYS 
HUNGRY FOR THE BLESSED SACRAMENT ·· & THEY SAW IT AS A FORETASTE IJ..f 
THE FEAST TO COME .... THAT DAY, AS I WAS GETIING READY TO LEAVE, HE 
ASKED, HAVE YOU SEEN OWEN? I WAS TAKEN ABACK & SAID, LAURA, DON'T 
YOU REMEMBER? OWEN DIED SEVERAL YEARS AGO. HE IS WITH CHRIST IN 
PEACE. LATER, I GOT TO THINKING, MAYBE [AURA HAD A SRECIAL 
REVELATION & VISION •• MAYBE OWEN APPEARED TO HER TO WELCOME HER 
HOME ..... LASf'MONDAY, MARY ANN & I VISITED LAURA AT BIC VILLAGE. I 
NOTICED AGAIN HOW FILLED HER ROOM WAS WITH THE MANY SYMBOLS OF 
GOO & CHRIST & SCRle.TURE & WORSHIP. LAURA WAS IN A COMA. I r OOK HER 
HAND & PRAYED THE OLD PARTING PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: LORD J.C., YOU 
ALONE ARE THE DOOR TO EVERLASTING LIFE! GOD THE FATHER WHO 
CREATED YOU! GOD THE SON WHO WITH HIS HOLY & P-RECIOUS BlOOD 
REDEEMED YOU! GOD THE H.S. WHO THROUGH BAPTISM HAS SANCTIFIED 
YOUR BODY TO BE HIS TEMPLE ••• BRING YOU HOME SAFE TO P.ARADISE! 
ANGE[S CARRY YOU HOME & GRANT YOU WITH U\ZARUS ETERNA[ REST IN 
THE BOSOM OF-ABRAHAM! ···LAURA HAS GONE FROM DEATH TO LIFE! 








Funeral ·Sermon' Rev. earl F. Thrun 
Mrs. Ruth Vanstone -- Mother of Donna Reinhadt 
Sept. 12, 1977 


IN NOMINE JESU 


ST. JOHN 10: 28-29 " NO ONR SHALL SNATCH THEM our CF MY HAND •• • 
• • • • • NO ore IS ABIE TO SNATCH THEM OU"f' CF 


MY· FATHER'S HAND .'' 


I want you to concentrate <>n these words with me: GOD DCll:S Nor 
urr GO! In spite of ourselves -- our failings, and fears, and 
weaknesses -- GOD D<ltS Nor IJ1T GO! 


You must never weaken in your faith about the GRACE, and MERCY, 
and LOW CF GOD in Christ Jesus, our Lord~ Hie GRACB is 
eternal! His MERCY is everlasting! His LOVE knows no end! 
He is SO STROtt;, and SO PCMl:BFUL, and SO MIGHrY that Hit WILL NO 
I.ET GO! 


I remember how when my children were small, I would hold them 
over my head and toss them up in the air. They would come down 
LAUGHIR; AND GIGGLING -- sure that their DADDY WOUIJ> CATCH THEM 
•••• Or I would put them on top of the RliFRIDGERATOll and tell 
them to JUMP. And they would IRAP CFF into my arue..... Or I 
would stand in the SWIMM!?«; POOL and encourage them to JUMP -­
all the while assuring them: ' 'Daddy will catch you ." And ?HEY 
WOUIJ> JUMP -- sure that DADDY WAS THERE and would KBBP HIS WORD 


If that is true of an BARTHLY FATHER -- how much more true it 
is 6f our HEAVENLY FATHER! He does not GO BACK ON HIS PROMISBS 
HIS COVENANr IS Smut! Hit DCBS NOT I.ET GO! 


Your MOTHB:R. and I.OVID ONE was"BUB.IFJ> WrrH CHRIST BY BAPIISM 
INl'O DRATH." She was also 1'RAISBD WrrH HIM ." God made His 
everlasting COVENA.Nr with her • He 11CALllD> HER BY NAME • " He 
made her His REDEBMED CHIU>! And like the HOUND CF HitAVEN, He 
DCBS NOT Irr GO! " NO ONE SHALL SNATCH THBM OUT CF MY HAND ••••• 
NO ONE IS ABLB TO.ff~H THEM 011.r Cl' MY F ATHBR 'S HAND . 11 


I did not know yJ'f.J ~oved one) very well. I met her only that 
one time in the hosp tal -- and we prayed together. And I 
THANK GOO for that opportunity. I thank God that I was able 
to talk to her about FCllGIVKNBSS, and LIFE, and SALVATION 
through Him Who bas " LOVBD US WTIH AN EVERLASTit«; LGlflB.11 -- even 
JESUS CHRIST, our Lord -- LOVED US all the way to HELL AND BACK 
-- LOVED US all the way to the CROSS! And HB DCES Nor IBT GO! 







That must be yout: FAITH AND CONFIDENCE today~ We have a GOD who "GAVE HIS ONLY BF.GC1l'TEN SON" for us and: for ouz: 
salvationo We have a God Wha comes to--bring " HEALING F.OR THE BROKENHEARTED, COWORT FOR THE MOURNI~ ." We have a God Who 
brings "A GARLAND TO REPLACE OUR ASHES, THE OIL CF. GLADNESS TO REPLACE OUR MOURNIWG, AND THE SHOUI'ING OF AN AT IELUIA r.HQRUS 
FOR AN OIH!RWISE F AIN'f SPIRIT . 11 That LOVE and that STRO~ HAND CF GOD ls BOLTED TO THE CR~S of our Lord. HE DIED FOR US~ 
He TOOK OUR SINS into the grave with Him~ He R~E AGAIN that we might have RESURRE'CTION AND LIFE Wl'l'll HIM! In " HIS 
PRESENCE THERE IS FULNBSS CF JOY" and ''AT HIS RIGHI HA~ THERE ABE PIEASURES FOREVERMORE .'' -~ ~ f/tft!?if2-


Let this be your COMFORT today~ .'l:ni~ of the - JOY -that i~ now hels. " NO MORE SUFFER,I~ •. NO MORE PAIN, NO MORE TEARS, NO 
MORE . CRYING" -- ONLY . .JOY~ And then, the "angels and archangels and all the company of heaven" s ing~ng the~s and 
eternal ALIELUIAS to HIM "WHO WAS SLAIN FOR US AND FOR OUR SI?<S ." And because of the STam«; ARM AND THE ND OF GOD 
AND HIS CHRIST who will not let anyone "SNATCH US 10UT CF HIS HAND" -- we look forward to a blessed reunion h aven. 
G«JD I<EEP Y0t1- IN THAT FAITH-.-


Amen. 
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Funeral Rev. Carl F . Thrun 
Mr. George Waldner - Jan. 1958 


Ill NOI'.Ild JESU 


2 Timothy 4: 7 1 8 I have fought a good fight, I have finished Tl\Y course, I have 
kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 


righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing . 


Our beloved brother, Hr . Waldner, has fought a godd fight, finished his 


course in this fleeting world of human existence, kept the faith of confident 


trust in the redeeming blood of Jesus Christ, his Savior -- and now he has entere< 


the 11winners~circle 11 to receive the crown of righteousness in the unspeakable 


glory of unending bliss in heaven. As we contemplate his leaving us, think about 


how much he meant to us, remember all the wonderful things he did for us; our 


hearts are filled to over-flowing with genuine grief. We weep and mourn just 


because we loved him, just because he meant so much to us, just because he was 


such a devout Christian and diligent worker in Christ's Church. But our tears 


are not tears that have no hope; our grief is not subject to despair -- for Mr. 


Waldner was a Christian . We know that our God cares about us and stands ever-


ready to receive us into His gracious arms and comfort us with an everlasting 


comfort. Yea, He cared so much that He sacrificed His only Son on the altar of 


Calvary 's cross to rescue us from despair and the curse of hell. Take comfort 


in this: God knows what it is to die! God knows what it is to lose~a beloved 


friend! There is probably nothing which illustBates the concern and understanding 


of our God for the loss of a loved one better than to see Jesus, the very Son of 


the Most High, standing over the grave of Lazarus crying. St. John records this 


heart-rending scene: Jesus Hert . Then saio the Jews , .tjehold how He loved him! 


But even as Jesus by His Might~' Word raised Lazarus from the dead -- so we can 


all rejoice that on the Last Day He shall by the same Almighty Word call us all 


forth from the gnave and t ake us to Himself in the mansions of paradise. St . John 


seeing a vision of this unspeakable, indescribable glory, declares: And I heard a 


gr eat voice out of heaven sayi ng, Behold , the tabernac.Le of God is with men, and 


He will dwell with them, c.nd tb.ey shall lJe His people , and God Hir . .sclf shall he 


with thera, C!nd be their God . And Goel shall wipe away all tears from their eyes : 







and there shall be no rnor e deaLh , neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 


be any mo!'e pain; for the former things are nassed a\1ay . 


And so now, in conformity with pious custom, as we gather around the 


casket of our departed brother, to hold a brief service over him -- wiU~tenta-
tion, for he distained all outward show, and without eulogy, for he was never in 


favor of eulogy yet in true characterization of his ~piritual life, there is 


perhaps no text of Goel 's Word more applicable than that just read from St. Paul 1s 


Second Letter to Timothy: I have fought rJ good fight , I have finished riy course , 


I hc.ive kept the faith : Henceforth there :.s laid up for r.ie a crown of righteousness 


\Jhen St . Paul speaks of the faith he means a distinct and definite 


faith, the faith which he had once embraced when smitten low on the rod.d to Damas-


cus, the faith by which the blessings of the Gospel had flowed into his soul, the 


faith in the Almighty Maker of heaven and earth, the faith in the blessed Redeemer 


Who had purchased and won him -- and all of us -- from sin, death, and the power 


of the devil, the faith in the Divine Sanctifier Hho had called him by the Gospel, 


enlightened him with His gifts, sanctified and kept him in the true faith -- the 


faith revealed to him and to all in God sure Word of truth, the Bible. It was 


this selfsame faith which the deceased had embraced . Oh, how he appreciated it! 


Sunday after Sunday found him in God's house worshipping this God of his salvation! 


Again and again he would testify to the faith to fellow Christians and to those 


outside the Church in order to win them to this sustaining, God-given hope. Time 


after time found him kneeling at the altar to partake of the blessed Sacrament of 


his Redeemer's own body and blood to receive the assurance that his sins -- every 


one of them -- were indeed forgiven, femoved forever. 


Yes, he could say, I have foufYht a good fight ! That is what Christian 


life is; it is a perpetual warfare and strife and struggle with the evil that is 


within us, a conflict with the influences and temptations of the wicked forces 


around us, and with the ills<iand trials and anxieties of this life. It is not an 
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easy matter to keep the faith. We are constantly in danger of being drawn aside 


from the paths of righteousness. But continually filling himself with the power 


and might and strength of the Holy Spirit, Mr Waldner could say, I have fouriht 


o good fight , with the help of God I have overcome and obtained the victory. 


Throughout his life he clung to this assured promise: Henceforth there 


is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which tt:re Lord, the righteous Jud~e, 


will give r.-te in that day. Already in Holy Baptism, the crown was laid up for him. 


That crown he looked forward to. What sort of a crown? A crown of righteousness ~ 


Whose righteousness? His own? Certainly not. As a faithful follower of Christ, 


he knew that it was the righteousness of his Lord which wotiald avail for him. But 


a few moments before his death he confessed: I believe that Jesus Christ etc . 


And do now, in spirit we can see him, before God's white throne, re­


ceiving that crown amid the praises of the angel choir and hear the Master's words 


of commendation addressed to him; Come, thou pood and faithful servant, enter into 


the jo~r of thy Lord. Yes, his is a favored lot, a marvelous heritage. He li:ept 


the faith! 


And if his lips could again speak to us in a final word of farewell, 


would he not once again give us the exhortation of our text? Heep the faith! 


That was the stength of my heart , the inspiration and motive power of my life whiL 


I was here on this earth! Trusting in my Savior, I have entered upon glory. Keep 


the faith, my dear relatives and friends! Hold fast to what God has so bountifull; 


blessed you with in spiritual matters, so that in but a little while we can again 


rejoice together in a most happy reunion before the throne of our God. 








IN NOMINE JESU 
FUNERAL: MRS. VIOLET WARBURTON - Dec. 27, 1996 
ST. LUKE 2: 10,11 "AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO [the shepherds], 'FEAR 
NOT, FOR BEHOLD I BRlNG YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, 
WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE. FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS 
DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE 
LORD.'" 


THE HEART &. CORE & CENTE OF CHRISTMAS IS THE GRENf, 
GOOD NEWS TBA T GOD COMES DOWN THE STAIRWAY OF BEAVEN 
WITH ms SON IN ms ARMS. GOD HIMSELF J OINS us IN OUR 
~IY I AND HE DOES S,9 BECAUSE "HE IS NOT Wll,LING TBA T 
ANY SHOULD PERISH BUT THAT WE ALL SHOULD llitVE ~ ,.._ ~ 
EVERLASTING LIFE WITH HJM. . .... I HA VE OFTEN SAID TO PEOPLE 
THAT QNMY DEATHJJEI) I WANT THIS MESSAGE OF THE CHRISTMAS 
ANGEL TO THE SHEPHEKDs REPEATED TO ME OVER & OVER AGAIN~ 
"DO NOT BE AFRAID, FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF 
GREAT JOY WIDCH SHALL BE FOR ALL PEOPLE; FOR UNTO YOU IS 
BORN TIDS DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOR, WHO IS CHRIST 
THE LORD." -- TO YOU VIOUJI, TO ALL OF US. IT'S NO WONDE~ 
TBA T MARTINLUTHEB LOVED TO PREACH ABOUT AND TAL~ 
ABOUT THE CHRISPMAS EVENT-- THAT GOD LOVED US SO MUCH 
TBA THE GA~ US HISflNLYAND OEAR SON· 


THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT nos BABY! BORN INA BARN! CBADLED IN , 
A MANGER I RE.TECTED BYMBN I CRUCIFIED ONA CROSS I DIED ANJ> 
WAS BURIED -- HE IS THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE! ms WORD 
RINGS OUT ACROSS AND DARK AND DREARY WORL1>: " BECAUSE I 
LIVE, YOU SHALL LIVE ALSO" ..... "DO NOT BE AFRAID: I AM THE 
FffiST & THE LAST & THE LIVING ONE. I WAS DEAD -- & SEE I AM 
ALIVE FOREVER & EVER - & I HA VE THE KEYS OF DEATH & 
HADES!" 


THIS HAS TO BE THE SQURCE OF YOUR STBENGTH AND THE GROUND 
OF YOUR FAl'CH TODAY I IN THIS HOUR! YOU M UST NEVER WEAKEN 
IN YOUR FAITH ABOUT THE NEW Ll.FJ!1! IT IS NOT ONLY THE 
ASSURANCE THAT AL UR SINS AND FORGI\j:N, BUT TBA THE 
WOULD FORGAVE THEM BY ms DEA TH ON A CROSS NOW LIVES 
FOREVER & WE SHALL LIVE WITH HIM. MARTIN LU'FHER SAYS IT SO 
WELL IN ms EXPLANATION OF THE 2ND ARTIGLE OF THE 
APOSTLES' CREED: " I BELIEVE TBA T JESUS XP, TRUE GOD, 
BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER FROM ETERNITY, & ALSO TRUE MAN, 
BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY IS MY LORD I WHO HAS REDEEMED ME, 
A LOST & CONDEMNED CREATURE, PURCHASED & WON ME FROM 
ALL SINS, FROM DEATH & FROM THE POWER OF THE DEVlL I NOT 







WITH GOLD OR SILVER, BUT WITH HIS HOLY & PRECIOUS BLOOD & 
HIS INNOCENT SUFFERING & DEATH~ TBA TI MAY BE HIS OWN & 
LIVE UNDER HIM IN HIS KINGDOM & SERVE BCM IN EVERLASTING 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, INNOCENCE & BLESSEDNESS -- EVEN AS HE IS 
RISEN FROM THE DEAD, LIVES & REIGNS TO ALL ETERNITY." ..... . 
AND LUTHER s ;vs IN ms E-XPLANATION TO THE 7TB PE:IlllO OF 
THE LORD'S PRAYER: "WE PRAY IN THIS PETITION, AS THE SUM OF 
ALL, THAT OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN WOULD DELIVER US FROM 
EVERY EVIL OF BODY & SOUL, PROPERTY & HONOR, & FINALLY 
WHEN OUR LAST HOUR HAS COME, GRANT US A BLESSED END & 
GRACIOUSLY TAKE US FROM TIDS VALE OF TEARS TO HIMSELF IN 
HEAVEN." 


C A Y OF US N BEGIN TO IM~, .... ~ 
VIOLET IS CELEBRATING NOW IN THE~~~~~~~':: 
WITH THE I THE & 
ALL 1JIE RESIOF JJQ: COMfA/Y_YOFHEAVEN. A~-~ 
HEARING WITH.HER OWN E THE VOICE OF THE XMAS ANGE ~ 


" DO NOT BE AFRAID I I HA VE GOOD NEWS FOR YOU I COME. 
INHERIT THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM BEFORE THE 
FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD I COME AND MEET YOUR SAVIOR, 
CHRIST THE LORD ..••. AND CAN YOU HEAR HER RESPONSE? "HOW 
LOVELY IS YOUR DWELLING PLACE, 0 WRD OF HOSTS! HOW 
AMAZING IS YOUR GRACE I YOUR LOVE SURPASSES ALL 
UNDERSTANDING! I THANK YOU, GOD! THANK YOU, JESUS! THANK 
YOU, HOLY SPIRIT FOR BRINGING ME TO FAITH & LIFE & LIGHT ...... . 
ETERNAL REST GRANT HER, 0 LORD, & LET LIGHT PERPETUAL 
SHINE UPON HER" 
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Funeral Sennon 
11.r. Dale Wayman 


Entered Life: ll/26/ 67 
Burial: ll/29/67 


Rolling Meadows, Illinois 


Rev. Carl F. Thrun 


m NOlilllE JFSU 


l Peter 5: 7 Cast all your anxieties on llim, for He cares about you. 


Fran the moment the telephone rang early last Sunday morlrl.ng and you asked -
me to conduct this Service, I have been searching - desperately - almost franti­


:::_zy - for a Word of God that might bring you E-ro~and9in this hour. 


Your words, @r$. Wayman) at the hospital kept coming back to haunt me -~ 
>O 


not put them out of my mind: I feel sorry for Dale, you said, I rea.J.:cy feel sor~ 


for him. Pastor, do you tlrink he heard your prayers? And you said it with such 


c;;ith) and E?th;)and&;nuine conceTii)that I could not dismiss it lightly. ~E 
neath I had the feeling that you were really asking me: Pastor, where shall I loc 
.._ - - -
for Dale in eternity? Where shall 1' look .for the father or my children? Can sue 


genu:ine love that is so concerned and comnitted be left without an answer? .......... 
It will cio us absolute~ no good to try to cover up and pretend that Dale's - - -


life was different than it really was. I don't have to spell that out .for you -
~ -
you !mew him much better than I. Let's just say that at least from our human poi 


of view his life appeared ~o . be characterized by a ~e of (£'estless fermen~ 


unstable, and insecure~ times that he did come into co~ with the - ~ 
questions of eternity and his relationship to God and Christfis~ to have been bu· 


@!eting)and €0inentary ot ~ are left wondering(Wnere) the Redeemer fit into bis 


~e -Eat pla;?>Jesus really had in his heart. 


Now when we have said this and faced the issue frankly and honestly, we mus~ --. 
also be very, veg careful that we do not fall into the trap of trying to play 


- aw 


God - or presume that we have the right to pass judgpient. That is a Rrerogative 


that belongs solely and only to God H:imself. We human beings see only a part of ·---
the lives of our ad ones. We see, perhaps,. o~ the storm and stress • But 


- __ J .. . ~ _.IA /)_-_ _ 1' - - -
~ ~ .A.A ~ ....,., -cJIP'f 


OOD SEES THE WHOLE . fl And God is always loold.ng out for our best interest . He - -
never allo~s to happen but what we ourselves would do, ~ we could see the end or 


all things as clearly as He does. He never makes a mistake . We need to remember 


~, ~ven §ou~we d~ have any r~ or pat answers - and6n thougi?we 
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do not want to become guilty of handing out any type of a human-all.-too-human 


consolation. 


So it is that Dale's eternal destilzy" is an anziety that troubles your heart = 
This I can understand, for I too loved him and sought him. And it grieves me th - --
I cannot simply say to you today that God loves those whoSe lives are unfinished -
those 'Who are going through the restless ferment of storm and stress~ and that - - - 'f 
therefore He has most certainly received him into His paradise . For the sake of 


the truth and your love I dare not lie to you. - Nevertheless, I can commend you to that love of God, but in a way that is -
(differen9from any kind of false assurance. Last night - in the midst of all my .. -


pra;rers and desperate searching - I came upon this text. Here at last was a sure - - -
Word of comfort and consolation for you in this hour - that passage of @,,..st-. _P_e_t_e?)_r 


w~icb sws: CAST ALL YOUR ANXIETIES ON HIM, FOR HE CA.RES ABOUT YOU. The question 


o:f Dale's eternal destiny IS. anxiety for you. So cast it on Hi.ml We have the _.......,, - --..._... 
promise that we never east our cares upon Hm amiss, Q that o!!l' anxie¥ a!!ays, 


• 
hits home to Him. He feelB the impact of it - He catehes it :-~ S!id Jie takes it -
seriously. We do not !mow how He will deal with it or what He will make of it. 


But we can be utterly sure that it will not fall back to us unchanged so that we -- . . 
'Will have to go on holding it hopelessly. So let your ANXIETY rest safely with -- -Him. - The greater our cares , the more surely we can entrust them to Him. -


He is our Lord and Savior - and there is no end to His mercy. He is the -
GOOD SHEPHERD who lays down His life for the sheep - Yillo leaves the ninety and - - -
nine to ~ in search of one lost one somewhere in the wilderness - ~ has promise 


that He will not quenc-J, the smoking flax or break off the bruised reed. He did -- -
not permit the shining promise of Peter's life to be broken by denial. He did not -
1!!!it Matthew, the publican, to ~ by the wayside. He did not cast out the 


woman taken :in adultery whom the Pharisees lrurled at His feet. And He has promise• - -
never to leave us or forsake us . -.I'~ I 


While we cannot be sure that we got through to your loved one during the la.st! 
'- - -


d,&s of his l~fe, we can be sure that Christ was there in a way which it is I 
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imposs:ible for us to understand. And He will be there for us when we pass tbrolJ ------ -
the valley of the shadow. MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE, AND I KNOW THEU, AND 'llIEY 


FOLIOW ME; AND I GIVE THllf ETERNAL LIFE, AND THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH, AND NO ONE 


SHALL SNATCH THEM OUT OF MY HAND! 


DE Take that sure WorQ. of promise and hold on to it. The victory,and the - • 


-
power will finally be delivered to Him. The ultimate and last triumph cannot be 


ttr :-... 


held back. 


Into that lively hope and the strength of this surety - into the SHEPHERD •s 
~ 


EVERLASTlNG Am.IS - I can onq commit and comnend you. Let Him be the Source of 


your com.fort and peace in this hour - sure of thiB one thing: that we can cast - -
our anxieties ac~ss the border of tim~ and eternity and they will reach the 


heart of God. Amen. 








FUNERAL - ERMA WEBER - 3124197 - AGE 89 - /N NOMINE JESU 


LAST WEDNESDAY I VISITED ERMA IN THE HOSPITAL & I ASKED HER IF 
SHE WAS ABLE TO EAT YET. SHE SAID, "YES, A LITTLE BIT." I SAID, 
"WOULD YOU LIKE HOLY COMMUNION?" SHE SAID, "0 YES." WE 
BEGAN, "0 CHRIST, THOU LAMB OF GOD THAT TAKEST AWAY THE SIN 
OF THE WORLD, HA VE MERCY ON US! 0 CHRIST, THOUS LAMB OF GOD 
THATTAKEST AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, HAVE MERCY ON US! 0 
CHRIST, THOU LAMB OF GOD THAT TAKEST AWAY THE WIN OF THE 
WORLD, GRANT US THY PEACE! WE WENT ON TO PRAY TOGETHER, 
ENDING WITH "JESUS, YOU SAID.'I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE! IF ANYONE 


, EATS OF TIDS BREAD, HE WILL NOT DIE, BUT LIVE FOREVER' - MY 
BODY BROKEN; MY BLOOD SHED FOR YOU!" MARTIN LUTHER MAKES 
A BIG POINT OF THE FACT THAT WE HUMAN BEINGS ARE SLL 
BROUGHT BACK INTO A VITAL, LIVING RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR 
GREAT GOD AT A TREMENDOUS PRICE - "NOT WITH GOLD OR SIL VER" 
BUT WITH JESUS' OWN "HOLY & PRECIOUS BLOOD & WITH HIS 
INNOCENT SUFFERING & DEATH." JESUS DID THIS "THAT WE MIGHT 
BE HIS OWN & LIVE UNDER HIM IN ms KINGDOM & SERVE HIM IN 
EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS, INNOCENCE & BLESSEDNESS, EVEN AS 
HE IS RAISED FROM THE DEAD, LIVES & REIGNS TO ALL ETERNITY." 
MY HOPE & PRAYER FOR YOU TODAY IS THAT YOU HOLD & KEEP 
THAT VISION! THE EARLY CHRISTIANS REFERRED TO THE DA TE OF 
ONE'S DEATH AS "ONE'S BIRTHDAY'' - NOT THE END BUT THE 
BEGINNING. "CHRIST HAS ABOLISHED DEATH & HAS BROUGHT LIFE & 
IMMORTALITY TO LIGHT THROUGH THE GOSPEL." 


ERMA TOLD ME SHE WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO GOING BACK HOME 
WITH YOU, RALPQ.. INSTEAD, SHE HAS GONE HOME TO BE WITH JESUS. 
DURING Tms HOLY WEEK WE REMEMBER ONCE MORE HOW JESUS 
WENT ALONG THE VIA DOLOROSA - THE WAY OF SORROWS - TO BE 
NAILED TO THE CROSS. THINK ABOUT THAT. GOD LOVED ERMA & 
THE LIKES OF YOU & ME TBA THE GA VE m s ONE & ONLY SON TO THIS 
OBSCENE HORROR & TORMENT THAT WE MIGHT HAVE THE GIFT OF 
ETERNAL LIFE. JESUS' WORD RINGS OUT ACROSS A DARK & DYING 
WORLD, "BECAUSE I LIVE, YOU SHALL LIVE ALSO." YOU MUST NEVER 
WEAKEN IN YOUR FAim ABOUT THE NEW LIFE. IT IS NOT ONLY THE 
ASSURANCE TBA T ALL OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN, BUT TBA T HE WHO 
FORGAVE THEM BY ms DEATH ON THE CROSS NOW LIVES ETERNALLY 
& WE SHALL LIVE WITH HIM. 


CAN YOU IMAGINE WHAT IT WAS LIKE WHEN JESUS ROSE FROM THE 
DEAD & ASCENDED INTO BEA VEN? -- TBA T MAGNIFICENT MOMENT 
WITH THE WHOLE COMPANY OF BEA VEN? -- THOUSANDS UPON 
THOUSANDS OF ANGELS? -- THEY ARE ALL GATHERED AROUND THE 
THRONE AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER - BOWING IN HOLY 







IaVERENCE - WELCOMING JESUS BACK HOME IN ALL THE GLORY 
AND MAJESTY OF HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD? CAN YOU 
JUST PICTURE THAT FIRST EASTER MORNING? ..... NOW CHANGE YOUR 
FOCUS! PICTURE ERMA BEING WELCOMED BY ALL THE ANGELS & 
ARCHANGELS - NOT BECAUSE SHE DESERVES IT - NONE OF US DOES -
BUT BECAUSE OF WBA T JESUS DID FOR HER & FOR ALL OF US ON 
CALVARY. CAN YOU SEE JESUS REACHING OUT WITH ms NAIL­
SCARRED BANDS TO EMBRACE BER? "WELCOME HOME, ERMA, 
WELCOME HOME! ..... COME YOU BLESSED OF MY FATHER, INHERIT 
THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION 
OF THE WORLD! ..... WELCOME ROME!" 








.FUNERAL- JANE WHITE - JULY 5, 1'.'J'.'J7 


PHIL. 1: 20-23: IT IS MY EAGER EXPECTATION & HOPE .... TBA T .... 
CHRIST WILL BE EXALTED NOW AS ALWAYS IN MY BODY, WHETHER 
BY LIFE OR BY DEATH. FOR ME, LIVING IS CHRIST & DYING IS GAIN. 
.. .. I AM HARD PRESSED BETWEEN THE TWO: MY DESIRE IS TO 
DEPART & TO BE WITH CHRIST, FOR THAT IS FAR BETTER! 


EAGER ANTICIPATION 
JANE WAS ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE WHOM I FELT MINISTERED 
MORE TO ME THAN I DID FOR HER. THE LIGHT IN HER EYES I 
THE SMILE ON HER FACE I HER CHEERFUL DISPOSITION! I 
ALWAYS LEFT HER PRESENCE WITH A ARM GLOW IN MY HEART. 
THE LAST TIME WE TALKED WITH EACH OTHER, WE TALKED ABOUT 
' OLY COMMUNfO . & WE DECIDED TO WAIT UNTIL SHE TALKED 


1WITH HER DOCTOR & FELT A LITTLE STRONGER. THERE WAS NO 
DOUBT THAT SHE HAD THAT EAGER ANTICIPATIO TO PARTAKE 
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. AND I CAN JUST SEE HER NOW I 
SMILING DOWN ON US AT THIS VERY MOMENT & SAYING TO HER 
HEAVENLY COMPANIONS, IN MY WILDEST DREAMS I HAD NO IDEA 
HOW GREAT & WONDERFUL IT IS EATING & DRINKING WITH OUR 
SAVIOR & CELEBRATING FACE-TO-FACE WITH ALL THE REDEEMED! 
...... I KNOW WHAT ST. PAUL WAS TALKING ABOUT WHEN HE SAID, 
"FOR ME LIVING IS CHRIST & DYING IS GAIN!" 
IN HIS LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS, U . WAS AT THE ND OF HIS 
TETHER I IN PRISON I CHAINED TO A GUARD .... & HE AS STILL 
FILLED WITH !EAGER ANTICIPATION) WHAT HE SAID WAS, I AM 
REALLY IN A GUANDARY. I DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT WOULD BE 
BETTER TO DIE & GO HOME & BE WITH GOD OR TO GET OUT OF THIS 
PRISON SO THAT I CAN CONTINUE TO PREACH THE GOSPEL! HE 


GOES ON TO SAY, WHATEVER HAPPENS, IT IS GOD'S 
FUTURE!. ... THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THAT WAS JANE'S FAITH 
TOO --- TBA T WHEN SHE LEARNED TBA T SHE HAD LEUKEMIA, THE 
IMMINENT THOUGHT OF DEATH SURELY CROSSED HER MIND I AND 
THEN CAME THE QUANDAR : WHAT DOES GOD WANT FOR ME? 
WHATEVER HAPPENS, IT IS GOD'S FUTURE! FOR ME LIVING 
IS CHRIST & DYING IS GAIN! A.G HAMMARSKJOL WROTE IN 
ID DIA ¥ THE NIGHT BEFORE HIS PLANE CRASHED, FOR ALL 
THAT'S BEEN, THANKS! FOR ALL THAT'S Bf!l5N, YES! THAT'S 
JANE! ff.. 1"' ro S .e-
l LOOK AT MY OWN LIFE & THERE IS MORE SAND AT THE BOTTOM 
OR THE HOURGLASS THAN THERE IS AT THE TOP! TO BE SURE, 
SOMETIMES I FIND MYSELF GRIPPED WITH FEAR I MY ONES ARE 
CREAKING I AND A LITTLE VOICE INSIDE SAYS, WHOOPY -
THERE'S MORE TO COME! & I REMEMBER . PAUL' WORDS 
"FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST & TO DIE IS GAIN." GOD'S SPIRIT GI 


usEAGERANTICIPAIIO . REMEMBERTHEOLn.HYMN: r / 







IN THE SWEET BYE & BYE 
THERE'S A LAND THAT IS FAIRER THAN DAY 


AND BY FAITH WE CAN SEE IT AFAR 
THEFATHER WAITS OVER THE WAY 


TO PREPARE US A DWELLING PLACE THERE! 


SURELY GOODNESS & MERCY SHALL 
FOLLOW ME ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE 


AND I WILL DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD FOREVER! 


MAY GOD IN JESUS CHRIST COMFORT YOU TODAY IN THE 
ASSURANCE THAT 1\ IS WITH GHRIST. I EXALTED IN G OR 
BECAUSE OF,£AGER ANTICIPATION! 


~.er-
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Funeral Sermon Rev . Carl F. Thrun 
Mrs . Anton Wirtz - September 18, 1963 
Rolling Meadov;s 


lN ~!O •. I NE J ESU 


Jeremiah 31: 3 I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with 
loving kindness have I dra~n thee. 


casket of 


Come, ye disconsola "e, r here ' er ye languiah; 
Come t,o the .!.ercy .::eat, fervently kneel. 


HEre bring your 1;ounded hearts , here tell your anguish; 
Earth has no 3orrow that Heav ' n cannot heal . 


It is truly a great and comforting thing to be able to stand at the 
_Jk ~~4'.p/P 


a devout , Christian believer - and to know that this is not the ena,, but 


only the beginning - the beginning of life in all of its fullne&JIJ and glory - the 


beginning of life as God Himself originally intended it to be - free from the 


taint of sin, f ree from the anguish, and grief, and heartache, an:l sorrow that 
•'J'i l4'I o-<M' ~ ~ ~ l!_W 


markl our world . t This is the ·beginning of life - REAL LIFE - in the very presence 


pf God, where there is ful lness of joy and pleasures forevermore. We don't have 


to guess at this . God Himself has made it. true. God has rna.de it true in the gift 
~~~tf...9Je/l 


o:: His own Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Christf\liv@ld His life for us-. Christ died 
}>nDJJ4t ~lfV ,W~Jq-~ M ~~ ~ ~.-~. .~~ 


for us and .1-0:r ~sins.. Christ alose from the dead thatA we might live forever. 


You must never doubt the grace of God in Christ Jesus . You must never weaken in 


your faith about the new life -- it is not only the assurance that all our sins 


are forgiven, but that He who forgave them by ttis death on the Cross now lives 


eternalzy - and we shall live with Him . Like the cl ear call of the trwnpet, it 


~ises in the Creed: On the third day He rose again from the dead; ·:e asc2nd.o:::d ::.. , . o 
. 'Jk.4u.e¥·p/11'6tb~~~ 


heaven and sitte th on the r i ght hand of God the Father Al!ni...,.hty. A His 1'ford rings lttee 
C} 


out across the world: '.:,eca11se I live, ye s hall live also •••••• I am the Resurrt?c-


tion and the Life; he that, belie,reth in ifo, thou.gh he were dead, yet shall he live; 


and s hosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die ••••• Verily,, verily, I say 


unto you, He that heareth My · lord and b el:.eveth on Him t hat sent 1!e has everlasting 


life and s hall not. come into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life. 


Nith this ·,'lord of Christ a whole new world begins. Bodies moldering ::awey- 'in the 


grave will rise again in the likeness of His glorified body . Once more there is 


1 


~e 


hope for our fear-filled ani grief-stricken world. Once more there is the &1essed 


gifi} of the glory and the love of God. And we can say it right along with the I 
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apoS.tles: Death is swallowed up in victory. Oh death_, where is thy sting? Oh grave 


where is thy victory'? .•••• '.i'hanks be to God which giveth us the victory through 


our Lord Jesus Christ. Gravestones and graves hold no terror now. Christ hath 


abolishEd death an<l. hath brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel • 


• • • • • • Ylho shall separate us from the love of Ghrist? God is not dead. Christ 


lives and reigns to all eternity. 


This is the faith and the confidence which your loved on.1..had. Surely 


today our eyes are wet with tears. We weep just because we loved her and just 


because we will miss her. But our hearts must also rejoice because God loved her 


and because even now she is with her Savior in all of the unspeakable glories of 


heaven. Like a great benediction there stands over her life these words of the 


Almighty: I have loved thee with an everlasting l ove; therefore with loving-kind­


ness have I drawn thee . From eternity God loved her and wanted her always to be 


His very own. Through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism God established His everlast­


ing covenant of love:f, with her, drawing her into His Kingdom of Grace • As she 


grew into womanhood the Lord continued to nourish and strengthen her faith and 


trust in the redeeming, saving Cross of her Redeemer. Then in the course of time 


God gave her a devout,, Christian husband. Together you worshiped, and prayed_, and 


had your devotions. God blessed you with good health and happy days. He per­


mitted you to travel - where you beheld the beauty and greatness of His creation 


all over the world - the majesty of the mountains and green valleys, the glory of 


the lakes and wooded forests. And all the while you kn~n that there were even 


greater and better things to come. You knew that you were only strangers and 


pilgrims on this earth - that you had here no continuing city - that nothing in 


this world could begin to compare with the glory which God has prepared for those 


who love him. 


Now in His loving-kindness God has permitted her to take that great and 


glorious journey home to Himself. God's love for her was evident in her death. 


One moment she was serving the Lord with her life here on earth - then she was 
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standing at her .Savior 's side forever to live for Him in eternity. There were no 


long, lingering months of suffering and pain. Like Enoch of old, she 'jalked with 


God, and was not, for God too¥ her. Yet, God in His great love, did give her ti.me 


for final preparations. Only last Friday she had Communion with her Lord - t he 


surety of His body broken and His blood shed - the assurance of his love and the 


peace of His forgiveness. Here it is - My Body, given :?OR YOU •••• My Blood, shed 


FOR YOU for the r"'r.iission of sins . .. Depart in peace . ;,&{>(17 
.. ~ 


On and up goes the soul of our beloved to be in the Mansions of Paradise 
I 


For her the greatest of life 1s journeys has been completed. As we look after her 


from this side of t he grave, we cannot begin to comprehend the greatness of the 


glory which is now hers. Moses spent forty days and nights on the Mount of God;. 


and before he came back down, he prayed: Lord God, show r:ie Thy glory. He was per-


mitted only a trailing glimpse of God ' s glory; but when he came down from the Moun· 


his face shown so brightly that the people could not bear to look at him and he ha< 


to cover his face with a vail. St. John, in his vision of heaven, caught a 


glimpse of the saints and martyrs standing before the throne of the Lame who was 


slain for our sins, and he shouted: :lessed are the dead which die in the Lord 


f l'Dlll henceforth - Immediately - yea, saith the Spirit, that, they 1r.ay rest. from 


Lheir l!J.1.ors, and their ·works do follow them. Shortly before His crucifixion Jesm 


took Peter, James and John to the top of the holy mount where He was transfigured 


before them, !Jnd His face did shine a.s the sun; and His ra:L!Jlent was white as light , 


They say their Lord in all the fullness of His glory - a glory which He had with 


His Father before the world began. Moses and Elijah were there too, and the dis-


ciples recongized them and talked with them. Enraptured, they cried: Lord, it is 


good for us to be here . The Apost le Paul was given a glimpse of this glory, and 


he cr.ied: I have a desire +o depart (to die) "nd to be ~·1ith Christ, which is far 


b2tter • • • • • To die is gain . 


This is the glory that now belongs to your loved one . Surely we must 


praise God who has loved her with an everlasting lov0 and with loiring kindness has 


draw!' her to Him.self. Soon, it will not be very long, only a little while, and 







we too shall pass from death unto l!ife. And we shall be reunited with our loved 


one under the shadow of our Redeemer ' s l ove . What a great and glorious day that 


will be - what a day that wi ll be . Wherefore comfort one another with these words 


Amen. 


·-








FUNERAL: Norman Witt (November 19, 2003) 
In Nomine JESU 


I met Norm for the first time at Holy Cross in 1992- or I thought it was for the first time. As we got to 
know each other later, we discovered that he helped build my parents home in East Detroit, 
Michigan. I was only in the third grade when he was helping our family friend, Mr. Ginther, build our 
house so I didn't remember Norm way back then. We became such good friends - Norm was easy to 
know and love .... as all of you know. 


I was hired at Holy Cross on a part-time basis in 1992 and I was thrilled to be working with Pastor 
Carmichael and the wonderful people at Holy cross. Then a couple years later, at a congregational 
meeting, Norm stood up and asked the council to consider hiring me full-time. He never discussed 
this with me beforehand - he just got up said he and many others wanted to see me working full­
time at Holy Cross. The Church Council took his suggestion under consideration and before you 
know it I had a new full-time job. Mary Ann and I were thrilled. That's the kind of guy Norm was. 


HERE IN SARASOTA, NORM WOULD GIVE ME TAPES & BOOKS & TELL ME HOW 
INVOLVED & SUPPORTIVE HE WAS OF HIS PASTORS IN MICHIGAN. HE SAID HE 
EVEN HELPED OUT ONE OF HIS PASTORS BY DOING A FUNERAL SERVICE FOR 
HIM. 


AT DOCTORS' HOSPITAL MARY ANN & I PRAYED WITH NORM AND MARY THAT HE 
WOULD RECOVER t;ROM HIS SURGERY AND HEART ATTACKS SO HE COULD GO 
BACK HOME...... I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER NORM CALLING ME BACK INTO HIS 
ROOM AND TELLING ME, "YOU CAN'T LEAVE WITHOUT PRAYING WITH ME AND I 
WOULD BOW MY HEAD AND PRAY SOMETHING LIKE: JESUS CHRIST, YOU ARE 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD! YOU LAID DOWN YOUR LIFE FOR US SHEEP! YOU SAID, 
MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE AND I KNOW THEM AND THEY FOLLOW ME AND NO 
ONE, NO ONE WILL EVER SNATCH THEM OUT OF MY HAND 








FUNERAL - MAY 5, 1999 - EVELYN WITTE 
JOHN 14, 1 MY FATHER'S HOUSE 


THERE IS AN OLD ADDAGE THAT SAYS, WHAT YOU LIVE WITH, YOU 
LURN I WHAT YOU LEARN, YOU PRACTICE I WHAT YOU PRACTICE, 
YOU BECOME! THAT WAS CERTAINLY TRUE FOR EVELYN. EVEN 
THOUGH SHE WAS SUFFERING FROM MENTAL DEMENTIA OR 
ALZHEIMER'S, SHE NEVER LOST HER SMILE. EVERYBODY 
REFERRED TO HER AS SMILEY. AND TO GO ALONG WITH THAT 
UPBEAT, POSITIVE ATTITUDE & DISPOSmON, SHE LIVED AT 
SUNNYSIDE. THE TWO COULD NOT BE MORE COMPLEMENTARY! 
AND JESUS' PROMISE TO ALL OF US: I WILL NEVER LEA VE YOU NOR 
FORSAKE YOU! I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS! I BELIEVE THAT IS WHAT 
BROUGHT THAT WONDERFUL SMILE TO HER FACE. REMEMBER THE 
OTHER DAY, JOAN, WHEN WE WERE WALKING DOWN THE CENTER 
AISLE, LEAVING THE CHURCH, AND YOU LOOKED UP AT THE 
BANNER I IDGH ON THE WALL I AS YOU LEAVE SANCTUARY. IT 
SHOWS A BUTTERFLY FLYING FREE & UNCONFINED. I ONE OF 
EARLIEST XIAN SYMBOLS OF THE RESURRECTION REALITY I 


THAT LIFE ALWAYS FOLLOWS DEATH! WE USUALLY THINK 
THE OTHER WAY AROUND-THAT DEATH FOLLOWS LIFE I YOU 
LIVE & THEN YOU DIE I NO! NO! NO! THE GREAT & BLESSED 
ASSURANCE OF OUR XIAN FAITH IS THAT LIFE ALWAYS 
FOLLOWS DEATH. AM HE RESURRECTION •.... BECAU_SE I 
LJVE •••..• TIDS MORTAL MUST .••••• THIS CORRUPTIBLE MUST ••••• HA VE 
YOU EVER REALLY LOOKED AT THOSE AWFUL, ICKY, HAIRY, 
WORMY-LIKE CATERPILLARS. THEY EVENTUALLY SECRETE THIS 
STICKY JUICE WHICH HARDENS INTO A CASKET. THEY MAKE THEIR 
OWN CASKETS I & THEN THEY DIE! THEN THE CASKET SPLITS 
WIDE OPEN I & OUT COMES TIDS BEAUTIFUL BUTTERFLY! I HAVE• 


YOU EVER SEEN A BUTTERFLY UNDER A MICROSCOPE? -­
GORGEOUS PERFECTION! 
NOW, CAN YOU SEE EVELYN I FREE FROM THE COCOON OF THE 
DEMENTIA THAT HAS IMPRISONED & ENTOMBED HER FOR THE PAST 
MANY YRS. I CAN YOU SEE HER SKIPPING & JUMPING & 
DANCING NOW ALONG THE STREETS OF THE NEW JERUSALEM I 
FREE AS A BUTTERFLY? ..... EVELYN HAD A DREAM I A 
DREAM THAT HAS NOW COME TRUE WHERE XP HAS 
ABOLISHED EAIB ...• WHERE EYE AS NOT SEEN ..••. WHERE DEATH 
IS SWALLOWED UP .•.. I PERSONALLY HAVE SUCH GREAT 
MEMORIES OF EVELYN'S SMILE, THE LIGHT IN HER EYES, 
& SOMEHOW TURNED HER NEGATIVES INTO POSITIVES. SHE 
BROUGHT LOVE & KINDNESS TO ALL THOSE AROUND HER. 







ONCE MORE I AM ASKING YOU TO FOCUS ON TIDS AXIOM: WHEN 
YOU ARE BORN, YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE WHO CRIES I EVERYBODY 
ELSE LAUGHS ..... WHEN YOU DIE, YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE WHO 
I:AUGBS I EVERYBODY ELSE CRIES! DO YOU SEE EVELYN GOING 
WITH GLADNESS & JOY & ABSOLUTE EXHILARATION 
TROUGH THOSE PEARLY GATES TO PARADISE REGAINED 
INTO THE FATHER'S HOUSE? CAN YOU SEE HER IN THE 


COMPANY OF THE MYRIADS OF ANGELS & ARCHANGELS 
ALONG WITH THE COUNTLESS NUMBER OF THE REDEEMED I 
CAN YOU SEE THE SMILE ON HER FACE & THE RADIANT 
LIGHT IN HER EYES AS THEY OPEN THEIR ARMS WIDE TO 
WELCOME & EMBRACE HER? THEY TAKE EVELYN BY THE 
HAND & THEY LEAD HER TO THE GREAT, WIDTE THRONE OF GOD. 
IN THE BACKGROUND THE ANGELS ARE SINGING: HOLY, HOLY, 
HOLY, WRD GOD ALMIGHTY. AND THEN EVELYN .JOINS THE 
REDEEMED AS THEY ALL FALL ON THEIR FACES & BEGIN 
CHANTING: WORTHY IS THE LAMB WHO WAS SLAIN TO RECEIVE 
POWER & WEALTH & WISDOM & HONOR & GLORY & BLESSING! 
AND THE LORD HIMSELF LOOKS DOWN AT EVELYN I BE REACHES 
DOWN & PUTS HIS HAND ON EVELYN'S SHOULDER & SAYS FOR THIS 
I CAME DOWN FROM BEA VEN TO EARTH I YOU ARE FREE Al' LAST I 
FREE AS A BUTTERFLY! COME, INHERIT THE KINGDOM PREPARED 
FOR YOU FROM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH! EVELYN 
RISES FROM HER KNEES I BIG GRIN ON HER FACE I & SHE SAYS TO 
THOSE AROUND HER, WOW! IT'S REALLY TRUE! EARTHLY 
EYES HAVE NOT SEEN, NOR HA VE EARS HEARD, NEITHER 
HAS ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF Mi\N THE THINGS 
THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOS WHO LOVE HIM ..... 


4
1N HIS HOUSE IS FULLNESS OF JOY; AT HIS RIGHT HAND 
THERE ARE PLEASURES FOREVERMORE! WOW! 


fl:~y~~ ~ 


~~~1~ 








A Furneral Sermon' - Silas Woxland - who entered Life July 24, 1975 
and is given Christian burial July 26, 1975 


Rolling Meadows, Illinois 


11 INI IN!~ tM\ IHMI IE .JI IES> lUJ 


St o John 21 : 1 - 14: 


Can you IMAG INE Silas is HEAVEN? At the B~E of the TRUMPETS, 
the CELESTIAL GATES OPEN WIDE to RECEIVE this REDEEMED of the 
LORD . r ANGELS , and ARCHANGELS, and ALL the COMPANY of 
HEAVEN lift up their VOICES to SING their GLAD HOSANNAS and 
TRIUMPHANT HALLELUJAHS ! Among other things they are SING INQ 
110 LORD MY GOD , HOW GREAT THOU ART ! 11 


Jesus e::ind Silas WALKED through the HEAVENLY GATES TOGETHER - -
for Jesus is the One who has SAVED HIM by His HOLY, PRECIOUS 
BLOOD - - J esus is the Good Shepherd who has been WITH HIM right 
down through 11THE VALLEY OE.I H ~ SHA DOW Q E DEAI H. 11 And now 
there is a TREMENDOUS PROCESSION of PEOPLE from every CLIME, 
and KINDRED, and NAT ION, and TONtGUE - - ALL GO ING WI TH 
JESUS AND SILAS to the THRONE of the FATHER. They are SING ING 
and SHOUTING along the way! And when they reach the THRON E of 
GOD the FATHER, there is a TREMENDOUS HUSH . Jesus begins to 
INTERCEDSl 11 FATHER , SILAS IS ONE FOR WHOM I LIVED AND DIED 
AND SHED MY BLOOD. HE HAS BEEN FORGIVEN THROUGH THE 
SACRAMENT OF ABSOLUTION AND HOLY COMMUN ION - -
FATHER, REC EI VE HIM AS ONE OF OURS . FATHER, HE HAS BEEN 
BAPTIZED IN TO MY NAME . 11 And the FATH ER responds, 11SON - -
SILAS - - RECEIVE THE JOY OF ETERN ITY ! 11 


When the formali ties are OVER, I can IMAGINE Jesus saying to SILAS: 
"SILAS, WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO DO HERE IN HEAVEN ? " And I 
can also imagine Silas saying to Jesus: "LORD , l' D LIKE TO GO FISH­
ING . 11 So wi th FISHING POLE in HAND the Lord directs him to a 
LAKE in HEAVEN . Hour after hour passes - - but Silas doesn 't CATCH 
ANYT HING . He CASTS, and CASTS, and CASTS - - but there is 
NO THING ! He wonders to himself, "Can this REALLY be HEAVEN ?" 
Then Jesus comes along and says to him: 11 Hay;e you any FISH?" He 
answers, 11~. 11 And Jesus says to him, 1r-f"hrow your line ; ver here . " 


Sil as does th<llt and finally, when he bring the FISH IN he says to the 
LORD: "THIS IS THE BIGGEST WALLEYE I EVER CAUGHT IN MY LIFE ~ 


And ti,..,
0 


Lord says: 11Throw your line over here 0 


11 And Silas does that, 







and he says to the Lord, "This is the l:Sl:' l;;t::>I <::t t<tAI NUKI Htt<N I ever LAUuHI ! .. And the L<rd says to him once more, " I HKUVV YUUK 


LINE OVER HERE . " Silas does that, and with EXULT:;;;a;:{jUBILATION he has to exclaim: 11 LORD, this is th .a BIGGEST MUSKY that I have 
even seen . 11 f'.,....__ 


Finally, Jesus says to him: "COME, S_ll.8S, LET' S EAT TO Q ETHER. 11 Others from the company of HEAVEN begin to GATHER AROUND . The 
FISH is COOK ING - - but STfas says to HIS LORD: "LORD , Your presence is the BEST MEAL that anybody could ever have. 11 Just last Saturday 
- - one week ego today - - THE PASTOR came to G IVE ME YQUR BODY and YOUR BLOOD . J KNOW and am SURE NOW that You are the 
FOOD of EVERLASTING LIFE . And Jesus smiles and says to him, "BLESSED ARE YOU.J "~ -


How BLESSED ARE Y:fJ,, when we TRUST and BELIEVE in THIS LORD J ESUS CHRIST . There is NOTHING more important for US either for TIME 
or for ETERN ITY . 14l: IS THE GREAT TREASURE ! You and I must constantly HOLD ON to THAT ! "THANKS BE TO GOD , WHO HAS GIVEN 
US THE VISTORY THROUGH 0 UR LORD JESUS CHRIST . " Amen !!! 








Funeral·· Stanley Yarber Jr. Nov. 1, 2001 


Romans 8:18-25: What we suffer now is nothing compared to 
the glory He will give us later. For all creation is waiting eagerly 
for that future Day when God will reveal who His children really 
are. Against its will, everything on earth was subjected to God's 
curse, All creation anticipates the Day when it will join God's 
children in glorious freedom from death and decay. For we 
know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. And even we Christians, 
although we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of 
future glory, also groan to be released from pain and suffering. 
We too wait anxiously for that Day when God will give us our full 
rights as His children, including the new bodies He has 
promised us. Now that we are saved, we eagerly look forward to 
this freedom. 


WE ALL KNOW HOW THE BIBLE BEGINS: I I G 
..... THEN GOD 


LOOKS OVER EVERYTHING HE MADE & SEES THAT IT WAS 
ALL DONE IN AN EXCELLENT WAY,,,, THEN ADAM & EVE SIN IN 
THE (" EDE & GOD BANISHES THEM FROM HIS 
PRESENCE. WE CALL IT E [QS & THE LORD 


I E Tr THE OE E 
-----~E e & A Fl: :Et HE B e 


T ~ EE .... THEN 
LOVED THE OR[D THAT E 


ThlAT HOEVER BELIEVES IN 
I- I PERISH, B TING LlfE. THAT 
TELLS ME THAT GOD WANTS A RELATIONSHIP WITH US & HE 
WENT ALL THE WAY TO THE CROSS TO BRING US BACK TO 
HIMSELF. THE APOSTLE PAUL SAYS IT CLEARLY: E 
I E . v I E 


. STANLEY SR., I LOVED IT WHEN 
YOU SAID YOUR SON U I -


I LOOK BACK IN MY OWN LIFE & I STILL 
REMEMBERR AS A YOUNG BOY LOOKING UP AT THE STARS 
AT NIGHT & BEING AMAZED AT THE ARTISTRY- OF THE 
HEAVENS. THE UNIVERSE IS FILLED WITH WONDER & IS 
MORE MIRACULOUS THAN ANY OF US COULD HAVE 
IMAGINED --- THE MAJESTY OF 1 OOs OF 1 OOOs OF SUNS & 
THEIR PLANETS Mll.:l.:IONS OE MILES AWAY. ARE 
ONLY A PART OF OUR GLORY. THERE ARE MORE THAN 100 
91LLION GALAXIES IN OUR UNIVERSE & 100 BILLION STARS IN 


4l l'I I - ·IP'" .... I A "Pl... •All ''' "Pl IP"' ....... A I ......... .............. ...... .... •• • 







ao .... YOU ALSO WROTE HOW YOUR SON ENJOYED f.'.ISHING. 
I LOVE GOING FISHING WITH MY SONS & GRANDCHILDREN, 
WATCHING THE I PLAYING. I ALSO LOVE TO WATCH 
THE EATING THEIR HEADS OF LETTUCE. THEN 
THERE ARE THE H Q I L . IN MY YARD, THEY 
ARE ALWAYS COMPETING WITH EACH OTHER. AND WHAT 
ABOUT THE CHIRPING IRD - & G OUS FLOW ? 
WALT WHITMAN LOOKED AT A BLADE OF GRASS & SAW IT AS 
WONDROUS AS THE STARS. HE SAID, NT lS EQUALLY AS 


ECI tN E SA & A T TO D I A 
STERelECE OFT E ALMIGHTY.~AVE YOU EVER LOOKED 


AT A B: ? THIS IS ONE OF THE EARtlEST SYMBOLS 
OF- THE RESURRECTION REALITY! HAVE YOU EVER REALLY 
LOOKED AT THOSE AWEUL, ICKY, HAIRY, WORM-tlKE THINGS 
CALLED .~ IL ? THEY EVENTUALLY SECRETE 
THIS STICKY JUICE THAT HARDENS INTO A CASKET & THEN 
THEY DIE. OVER TIME THE CASKET SPLITS OPEN -- & OUT 
COMES THIS RG T F- . IF YOU LOOK AT A 
BUTTERFLY UNDER A MICROSCOPE, YOU WILL SEE THAT IT 
IS BEAUTIFUL BEYOND DESCRIPTION. CAN YOU SEE 
STANLEY NOW, FREE AS A BUTTEREL Y? CAN YOU SEE HIM 
IN Hrs GLADNESS & JOY & ABSOLUTE EXHILARATION. I CAN 
SEE JESUS REACHING OUT TO HIM WITH HIS NAIL-PIERCED 
HANDS TO EMBRACE & HUG HIM. STANLEY LOOKS AROUND 
AT THE MULTITUDES OF ANGELS & ARCH-ANGELS & THE 
COUNTLESS NUMBER OF THE REDEEMED & THEY ARE ALL 
SINGING AT THE T0B OE THEIR VOICES: ALVATION 


EL GO TH tAM . THIS IS OUR FAITH 
IN GOD'S PROMISE, AS THE APOSTLE PAUL SAYS: G ILL 
GIV US U L RIGHTS AS HIS C ltDRE . JESUS WILL 
WIPE AWAY Al:t TEARS FROM OUR EYES. THERE WILL BE NO 
MORE WEEelNG, NO MORE CRYING, THESE FORMER THINGS 
HAVE Alt PASSED AWAY. STANLEY IS WITH CHRIST I, 
GLORY t:' ~ ~ .._./ ~ ~ ~,._ ~ /r-~. v 


~~ad~~ 11 
lf/.v rdf ~ ~ e& ~ u,efl, 








Funeral Sernxm Rev. Carl F. Thrun 
Mr. rrving Yost 
Died - Dec. 29, 1960 
Buried - Jan. 1, 1961 


Et. Luke 2: -~9.:E 


IN NmaNE JESU 


IPrd, now lettest Thou thy servant depart in peace, according tc 
Thy Word: For mine yees have seen thy salvation, which Thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people. 


Our God, our Help in ages past 1 


Our Hope for years to corre, 
Be Thou our Guard while troubles last 


And our eternal Hoir.e L 


What a way to begin a New year& -- ia a funeral_ borne beside the casket of 


a loved onet Happy New year, they say, but somehow the words sound dull and empty 


now. out there the days ahead seem dark, and dismal, and forlorn. Mem:>ries of 


former days and former joys and former dreams cause us to weep. we weep for our-


selves, because we loved him and because we will miss him. The words of Solomon 


corr£ to mind: Vanity of VGnities, saith the preacher, vanity of vanities; all is 


v~nity . Like Job we have come head on with the grim reality of death and loss, and 


we cry out: ~dl'l is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward . 


This might have been all that life could off er to us - a few short years 


"~"~.&,, 
of earthly existence, a few dreams,~and then -- death. This casket might have been 


the end. But you and I know differently. we are still living under the shadow of 


Bethlehem, and the manger, and the message of the angel: unto you is born •• • a 


Savior L Happy New year, they say, and down deep in our hearts we know it will be 


true. God makes it true. This Child of Christmas is 3avior, and He is the lord of 
e 


Life , and H~~ is the Bringer of real happiness to all who receive Him still. The 


early Christians caught this spirit of~ joy and triumph in the Christ Child . 


They would not celebrate the birthdays of their friends but the anniversary of 


their death: for they said the death day of a Christic.n is really his birthday, 


since he is born into that life which is true and abiding. 
~/l'"M~ 


God in His mercy permitted our departed brother to celebrate~the great 


festival of Christis birth. ()1ce more he heard the Story of how God became man for 


us and for our salvation; and he knew that this Child had come to be the z.:ediator 


between the sinner and his God. There IS •peace on earth11 now, because this Child 


is the Bringer of salvation, the Divine Go-Between between the righteous wrath of 


a Holy God and a lost world.~n. Because of this Child the terrible warfare 
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between the Thrice Holy and the unholy .~ aver, and there IS peace. This deep, 


unfathomable peace ¥~. yost knew, and this peace he had. On Christmas Eve Day it 


was nw privilege to give him the Lord •s Supper, where Christ came to him again unde 


the lowly bread and wine with the great gift of Himself. once more the peace of 


the blessed Upper Room was repeated, where, over the words, "This is HY body - this 


is ~y blooan there hung the tones of angel voices singing, "Behold I bring you 


e ood ti Clings of great joy which shall be t.o a.ll ~ople. 11 11To all people" and, 


therefore, also to him - now - in a very special sense. 


Thank God for itL - ¥,r Yost knew his Savior, believed that He had come 


into the World to be his Redeemer, suffer on Calvary ' s Cross for his sins. He 


trusted in Christ's promise: I am the Resurrection and the Life; he that believetb 


in r:e, tnough he were dead, yet shall he live ; he clung to the divine declaration: 


he that oelieveth and is baptized shall be saved . And so he left this life with 


perfect peace of mind and heart. His parting prayer might well have been those of 
~ k JM"'.&,,,. ('.(;,411f':._4 ~ 4f'f¥ : 


aged Simeon,.: Lord, now lettest Thou thy servant derart in peace , according to 1~1y 


Word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 


f cl.Ce of all people • 


Happy New Year , they say, and for aur departed loved one it is true in a 


very wonderful way . He has enter ed iJ
0
t he ~oy of h:i"' I.ord - forever to be with 


<t44~' 
Christ, forever to live in the celestial mansion~~ rs not this the real glory of 


- ~-<-4-./l/; ~e:t(, rA </-


Christmas - that Christ has come and that He has brought life and irrmort~lity to 


li~ht through the Gos_pel~ Surely the sacred writer has said it well: rlessed are 


the dead \·1hich die in the Lord from hence fo r th L Think a bout that, and let this be 


a comfort to you in your bereavement . For him it is a blessed New year, a New Year 


of unending happiness and joy -- eternally to be with Jesus, never to know another 


a gony, never to shed another tear, never to be tortured by another pain, but always 


to be blessed by Heaven•s unspeakable bliss, always to live in radiance and joy 


with the white-robed saints and all the angel hosts, always to behold the Savior 


face to face. There is nothing beyond that . That e is nothing more important than 
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that. 


As you now go out to face the unknown future, I hope with all D\Y heart 


that with old Simeon and with Mr . Yost you "will take the Christ-Child with you. 


Take Him with all that He has come to give you - His peace, His forgiveness, His 
/.-4~ 


lov~. five for Him now, and then die in Him. And then death will be for you, too, 
I 


only the beginning - a great and wonderful beginning. rt will not be very long -


only a little while - and we who have lived by this faith of the Son of God will 


be reunited with our departed brother in heaven . Say it to yourself now with all 


the joy and confidence and hope that Christ alone can give: ;hat a way to begin a 


New Yearl Pray it to yourself each day~ as you look upon the Christ Child as He 


lies nestled in the cradle of your heart: r.o:rd, now lettest Thou thy servant de1krt 


in peace, according to Thy v:ord: For mine eyes have s 0 en Thy s c. lvation, which Thou 


ha.st pre pa.red before the f ace of all peoole • 


Amen. 








Funeral Sermon 
December 8, 1975 
Byron, 11 lino is 
Mr: Thomas Zimmerman 


Rev. Car 1 F • Thrun 


IN NOMINE JESU 


PSALM 16: 11 ' 'THOU DOST SHOW ME THE PATH l OF LIFE; IN THY 
PRESENCE THERE IS FULNESS OF JOY, IN THY ··tUGlfr 
HAND ARE PUASURES FOR EVERMORE ." 


The telephone rang. I answered it: "Hello, Pastor Thrun speak­
ing ." •••• "Hello, Pastor, this is Marion Schneider. I have some 
sad news --- Tom Zimmerman died today ." •••.• I stood in SHOCK 
for several moments. Then I aaked the obvious questions about 
HOW IT HAPPENED, etc. Toward the end of our conversation I 
asked if she had LEONA'S TIIZPHONB NUMBER. She gave it to me -­
and I called •••••• There wasn't much that I could say or that 
you could say either, Leona --- but there was one thing we could 
do together --- and that is PRAY~ We did that! 


It may sound strange that I should come here today to officiate 
at TOM'S FUNERAL and want to talk about JOY, and GLADNESS , and 
'utASURE . I'm sure that everyone in thfSchapel today is wonder­
ing how you and your daughters are going to have a MERRY CHRIST­
MAS thia year ••••••• But that is the way it is with the cffitSTIAN 
:-::". • This is our CHlllSTIAN F AlTH, and HOPE, and CONF ID!'NCI • And 
this is really what CHRISTMAS is all about --- GOD FOR US, GOD 
WITH US, GOD GIVING US HIMSEU' IN HIS ONLY AND DEAR SON, GOD 
SHEDDING TEARS AND CRYING OUT IN AGONY_D.OM THJi CROSS, '¥17'YI '/ 
TBS DBATH THAT WB ALL HAVE TO DD. - k' ~ ~ . 


' 
There is no~sking, " WHY?" You might just as well ask: "Why 
did the Holy Son of God die at the tender age of 33?" What 
happened to JESUS and what happened to TOM is something that will 
happen to ALL CR US. Because of SIN, we are ALL BORN TO DD. 
But that is WHY JESUS came -- to RESCUE and REDEE~rom the 
THROES OF SIN AND DEATH -- to take upon Bimeelf the CURSE of our 
existence -- to DD OUR DEATH so that we may have LD'B ! ..... And 
now that HB BAS COME, and LIVED WITH US, and DIID FOR US --- of 
one thing we are sure: "NO'l'Hit«; SHALL SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE 
OF GOD WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS , OUR U>RD • " 


If you are going to have a MERRY CHRISTMAS this year, you must 
think of the CHRISTMAS Tom ia having in the PRESENCB OF OUR LORD. 
Thia is what our text says : " IN THY PRESENCE THERE IS FULNESS CF 


.JOY, INT RIGHI' HAND ARE PLEASURES FOR EVERM>RE •" 







.. .,. 
We still see through a "GLASS DARKLY" -- a BLURRED WINDOW. We still live and walk by FAITH! But it is DIFFERENr with TOM! 
Just IMAGINE what it must be like for him NOW! Just think of it: " NO MORE SIN -- NO MORE SORROW -- NO MORE PAIN -- NO MORE 
TEARS -- NO MORE CRYII«; --------- only JOY AND GLADNESS -- sitting down at the GREAT BAMlUET HALL OF HEAVEN -- celebrating 
CHRISTMAS -- seeing Jesus FACE TO FACE -- hearing the ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS singing their ETERNAL ANTHEMS OF VICTORY AND 
TRIUMPH TO THE "LAMB WHO WAS SLAIN FOR US AND FOR OUR SINS • 11 There is only ENDLESS REJOICING with all the COMPANY OF HEAVEN. 


That is really what CHRISTMAS is all about --- and that is why we can REJOICE today. Into the DARKNESS C'6 DEATH there comes 
now the NEW DAWN of NEW LIFE and the RESURRECTION: "BECAUSE I LIVE, YOU SHALL LIVE A~O .'' SIN has lost its sting. DEATH 
has lost its . power. GRAVESTONES and GRAVES no terror hold. ' 'FOR CHRIST HAS ABOLISHED DEATH AND HAS BROUGHT LIFE AND 
IMMORTALITY TO LIGHI' THROUGH THE GOSPEL.'' 


You must never WEADN IN YOUR FAITH about the NEW LIFE. It is not . only the ASSURANCE that ALL OUR S~NS ARE FORGIVEN -- but 
that HE WHO FORGAVE ' THEM by His DEATH ON THE CROSS now LIVES ETERNALLY -- and WE SHALL LIVE WITH HIM. This is the way the 
Scriptures always describe Him: GOD ALWAYS CO~B.NED -- GOD ALWAYS TO THE RESCURE -- GOD ALWAYS REACH!?«; OUT TO US -- GOD 
ALWAYS GIVING, CREATING OUT OF NOTHING; FILLING OUR EMPTI~SS, BRINGING LIFE OUT OF DEATH -- GOOD OUT OF EVIL -- JOY OUT OF 
SORROW. "FEAR No'i' ," says Jeaas, " I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST; I DIED, AND BEHOLD I AM ALIVE FOREVERMORE, AND I HAVE THE 
l<EYS OF DEATH AND HADES • 11 . • •• 


TOM knew his _:LORD • ." ••• It is for us to KEEP THE FAITH -- to RREJ'OICE IN HIS PRESENCE WITB US .:__ to WORSHIP AND ADIRE -- to 
AWAIT WITH JOY AND CONFIDENCE ' 'THE DAY OF HIS APPEARING" -- when we shall join our 1.0VED ONE in the JOY OF THE LORD . What 
a REUNION and HOMECOMING that will be! And what a MERRY CHRISTMAS! ''IN THY PRESENCE THERE IS FULNESS OF JOY, IN THE RIGHT 
HAND ARE PLEASURES FOR EVERMORE ." AMEN. 
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IN NOMINE JF.SU 


Rev. Carl F. Thrun 


Psalm 16: 11 THOU DOST 3H0d ME THE PATH OF LIFE; IN THY PRESENCE 
THERE IS FUINF..SS OF JOY, IN THY RIGHT HAND ARE 
PLEASURES FOR EVERMORE. 


The telephone rang. I answered it: "Hello, Pastor Thrun speak­
ing ." "Hello, Pastor - you don't lmow me . I am the daughter­
:in-law of Mrs . Zographos . She is in the hospital again and 
asked if I vrould call you to come and give her Holy ColllllUllion . 11 ., 


11C rta~ ..... 1~r II I •d llH • h d 0 ? 11 11N t • . . • . e ..... ~ , sai • ov1 is s e o:ing • • • • • o very 
well. It doesn't look good. 11 ••••••• I went to give her C_onmnmion, 


It may seen INCONGRUOUS and CONTRADICTORY to talk about JOY, and 
GLi\DNF.SS, and PLEASURE at a funeral. - but that is the way it is 
with a CHRISTIAN. Think of it! - In that TINY WAFER the 
assurance of Him who LOVED HER even unto DEATH - who LAID DOWN 
HIS LIFE that she might live with Him forever in the JOY and 
GLORY of heaven. And in the CUP the PROMISE of Him whose "BI.DOD 
CLEANSES us FROM ALL sn~ t II • • • • • • • THIS IS THE FEAST OF VIGrORY 
FOR OUR LORD and for THOSE (all of us) HE CAME TO REDEEMt It is 
the BANQUET and CELEBRATION of PARADISE REGAINED. It was that 
for IDRRAINE - and it is that for USl 


IDRRAINE was one Vlho LOVED LIFE and was HABPY in spirit. Imagine 
what it must be like for her novft NO MORE SIN - :NO MORE SUFFER,.. 
ING - NO MORE PAIN - NO MORE TEARS - NO MORE CRYING ---­
ONLY JOY and GLADNESS - SITTING DO\\N in the GREAT BANQUET HALL 
of HEAVEN - SEEING JESUS FACE TO FACE - HEARING THE ANGELS AND 
ARCHANGELS SINGING THEIR ETERNAL ANTI-mm OF VICTORY AND TRIUMPH 
TO THE "W.IB hHO 11AS SLAIN FOR US AND FOR OUR SINS" - ENDLESS 
REJOICING WITH ALL THE COMPANY OF HEAVEN. 


That is what our text says: 11THOU DOST SROV/ ME 'l'HE PATH OF LIFE; 
DT THY PRES.1!..NCE THERE IS FULNFSS OF JOY, JN THY RIGHT HAD ARE 
PIJ~SURJ!S FOR EVERMORE . 11 


Into the DARKNESS OF DEATH there comes now the NEW DAWN of LIFE 
and the RESURRECTION: "BECAUSE I LIVE, YOU SHALJ, LIVE ALSO ." 
Sill has lost its sting. DEATH has lost its power. GRAVESTONES 
and GRAVES no terror hold. 11FOR CHRIST HAS ABOLISHED DF.ATH AND 
HAS BROUGHT LIFE AND nm.ORTALITY TO LIGIIT TlffiOUGH THE GOSPEL." 







You must never weaken in your FiITH about the NEW LIFE. It is not only the AS&1JRANCE that ALL OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN - but that 
HE WHO FORGAVE TIIEM by His< DEATH ON THE CROSS now LIVFB ETERNALLY - and WE SHALL LIVE WITH HIM. This is the VlaF the Scriptures 
alvrays speak of Him: God always CONCERNED - God always TO THE RESCUE - God always REACIIlNG OUT TO US - God always. GIVING, 
CREATING OUT OF NOTHTI-JG, FILLING OUR EMPTJNESS, BRINGING LIFE OUT OF DEATH - GOOD OUT OF EVIL - JOY Oul OF SORRO'B1 "FEAR NOT," 
says Jesus, " I AH THE FIRST 11.rID THE LAST; I DIED, AND BEHOID I A11 ALIVE FOREVER!lORE, AND I HAVE THE KEYt> OF DEA.TE AND HADI:S ." 


When I went to see LORRAINE last Tuesday, she exclaimed: 110 Pastor, you're back from vacation. I'm glad. Pastor Grotheer has 
been here several times - and he has given me Communion ••••••• ·would you rub my back?" I rubbed her back - a.IJP._ ijh~ ~ prayed: 
110 Lord, Thou art our refuge am strength; a very present Help in time of trouele; though the earth be removed ami. :'Bffiied into 
the midst of the sea, even from everlasting to everlasting Thou art God •••••• Be with me in my time of trouble. Lo~ Jesus, hold 
me safe in Your everlasting arms. Bring me, with Lazarus, home safe to paradise ••••• IN YOUR PFlliSENCE THllRE IS FULNESS OF JOY; 
AT YOUR RIGHT HAND ARE PLEASUR.!S FOR EVERMORE •11 • • • • • • • On and Up goes to soul of Lorraine to be with her Lord and Sai:i.or.,..- and 
to REJ OICE and SING HIS PRAISES through all eternity. 


It remains for us to KEEP THE FAITH - to REJOICE IN HIS PRESENCE WITH US - to WORSHIP AND ADORE - and to AWAIT w.i.. th HOPE and 
CONFIDENCE "THE DAY OF HIS APPEARING" when we shall join our LOVED ONE in the JOY OF OUR IDRD . What a REUNION and HOMECOMJNG that 
will bel 


Amen. 





